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Constitution of the Porter County Chapter
Of

The Indiana Retired Teachers Association

ARTICLE I. Name

The name of this organization shall be the Porter County Chapter of the Indiana Retired
Teachers Association, hereafter referred to as the Chapter.

ARTICLE II. Purpose

The purpose of this organization is to furnish a practical base for united efforts for the
betterment of the status of all retired educators of Indiana who continue to lend their support to
their local, state, and national programs concerning education, to maintain contact with those
fellow professionals who are active in their field, to inform members about issues which may
affect the quality of life for retirees and/or the causes and interests in education to which they
have given the greater share of their lives.

ARTICLE III. Membership

Section 1. Type of Membership
The membership shall consist of active and associate members.

A. Active Membership
The following persons are eligible for membership in the Chapter and may become
members upon payment of annual dues.

(1) All retired educators both from Indiana and other states
(2) Any spouse or beneficiary of a retired educator receiving a pension from the

Indiana State Teachers Retirement Fund
(3) Any educator receiving a disability pension from the Indiana State Teachers

Retirement Fund

B. Associate Membership
The Associate Membership is available to the following groups of persons:

(1) All persons currently actively engaged in the teaching profession and who in
the future, near or distant, will be eligible for retirement.

(2) Any spouse or child of a member
(3) Any friend of education

Section 2.  Membership Dues
The amount of annual Chapter membership dues (September 1 to August 31) shall be
recommended by the Executive Committee at a regular meeting.  The Chapter dues shall be
collected in the fall of the year to concur with the collection of dues on the state level.  During
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the first year of retirement, the local Chapter dues shall be paid by the Porter County Chapter.
This is done as a welcoming gesture to the new retirees in the hope that they will continue their
interest and concern in the organization and will join in further promoting its purpose.

ARTICLE IV.  OFFICERS

Section 1.  Officers
The elected officers shall consist of President, President-elect, Secretary, and Treasurer.

Section 2.  Election of Officers
All officers shall be elected by a majority of the votes cast at the regular May meeting of the
Chapter, from a slate prepared by the Nominating Committee.  The President-Elect shall
succeed the President in office at the expiration of one year, serving one year as President-
Elect and one year as President.  The Secretary shall be elected in the even years and the
Treasurer in the odd years, both serving unlimited two-year terms. Nominations shall not be
accepted from the floor.

Section 3.  Duties of the Officers

A. The President shall preside over the meetings of the Chapter and perform all duties
as are prescribed as duties of the President in Robert’s Rules of Order.  The
President shall appoint all committees, preserve order, make all parliamentary
decisions, vote to break a tie, and leave the chair to debate.

B. The President-elect shall assist the President in such matters as he or she may
direct.  The President-elect shall be responsible for all programs at Chapter
meetings, shall prepare the program of events for the day of the meetings, and shall
see that all persons taking part in the programs are thanked appropriately.  The
President-elect shall succeed the President in office at the expiration of one year.
Thus, the presidency (President and President-elect) will automatically become a
two-year commitment.

C. The Secretary shall keep the minutes of all regular and special meetings and take
care of all correspondence. The Secretary shall be the custodian of all records and
papers pertaining to the well-being of the Chapter and shall keep an accurate and
up-to-date mailing list in the file at all times.

D. The Treasurer shall keep an accurate account of all receipts and disbursements,
collect all dues, and pay all expenses as directed by the President and the vote of
the majority of the Chapter. The Treasurer will issue all membership cards, send out
dues notifications where warranted, keep an accurate list of members, and shall
have an audit of the books annually.

Section 4.  Assumption of Duties
Newly elected officers shall assume their duties June 1.
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Section 5.  Vacancies
The Executive committee shall have the power to fill any existing vacancies until the time of
the next regular election.

ARTICLE V.  Executive and Standing Committees

Section 1.  Executive Committee
The Executive Committee shall consist of the elected officers, the chairs of the standing
committees, the web master, and the immediate past-president.

Section 2.  Standing Committees

A. Membership Committee
The purpose of the Membership Committee shall be to recruit, retain, and regain
members.  All retired educators in Porter County shall be encouraged to become
dues-paying members of the Chapter.  In addition, they shall be encouraged to
become dues-paying members of the Indiana Retired Teachers Association and to
use the dues-deduction plan from their pension.

B. Associate Membership Committee
The purpose of the committee is to recruit educators who are currently employed in
anticipation of their future retirement.  The Chapter hopes to provide information
about and opportunities for retirement that may encourage future membership in the
Chapter and in the Indiana Retired Teachers Association.

C. Pre-Retirement Planning Committee
The purpose of this committee is to provide information to active educators
regarding retirement planning

(1) The Pre-Retirement Committee shall contact all Porter County School
systems for lists of potential retirees

(2) The committee will organize meetings as needed for potential retirees about
financial issues and procedures surrounding the retirement process.

D. Legislative Committee
The purpose of the Legislative Committee is to promote and support the passage of
legislation which will improve the financial, physical, mental, and emotional well-
being of Indiana’s retired educators.  It shall be the duty of this committee to utilize a
telephone tree and/or email to keep Porter County retired educators informed and to
seek their assistance in legislative lobbying activities.

E. Community Services Committee
The purpose of the Community Services Committee is to encourage retired
educators to identify community needs and to develop individual and group projects
that will provide services to everyone in local communities.  A record of hours shall
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be tabulated by this local committee and forwarded to the identical committee on the
state level.

F. Member Concerns and Services Committee
The purpose of the Member Concerns and Services Committee is to identify, obtain,
and disseminate information to all Porter County retired educators on any subject of
general interest that might affect the quality of life for retirees.

G. Publicity Committee
The purpose of the Publicity Committee shall be to see that local media carry the
order of events in which the Chapter and/or members have an active role.  It is in the
best interest of the Chapter to make sure that teaching never ends and that retired
educators have a great deal to offer in any community.

H. Nominating Committee
The purpose of the Nominating Committee shall be to present a slate of candidates
with one nominee for each vacant office at the regular May meeting of the Chapter.

I. Necrology Committee
The purpose of the Necrology Committee is to honor deceased member and to
recognize their contributions.

Section 3.  Creation of Committees
Should it come to the attention of the Executive Committee that additional committees are
necessary, such special or standing committees may be created

ARTICLE VI.  Meetings

Section 1.  General Membership Meetings
There shall be two regular meetings per year.  These will be held any Thursday in October and
May at the discretion of the Executive Committee.

A. Special meetings may be called at the discretion of the Executive Committee.

B. Meetings shall be held at a place convenient and accessible to all.

C. A quorum shall consist of at least two elected officers and at least fifteen (15)
members.

Section 2.  Executive Committee Meetings
Executive committee meetings shall be held prior to general meetings and at the discretion of
the President.
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ARTICLE VII.  Amendments

Section 1. Presentation of Amendments
This constitution may be amended only by presentation in written form at a regular meeting
and voted on at the next regular meeting.

Section 2. Voting
An amendment shall become part of this Constitution, making null and void any previous
article opposing it, by a two-thirds majority of those present at a regular meeting.

ARTICLE VIII.  State Convention

Section 1. Delegates
Delegates to the Annual Representative Assembly of the Indiana Retired Teachers Association
shall be chosen by the Executive Committee and shall include the chairperson of the
Legislative Committee.

Section 2.  Number of Delegates
The number of Delegates chosen shall be determined by the Indiana Retired Teachers
Association based on local membership enrollment.

Revised January, 2015


